THE ROYAL CHARTER, 


GRANTED BY 


KING CHARLES THE SECOND 


WILLIAM PENN. ES0@Q. 


PROPRIETARY AND GOVERNOR OF THE PROVINCE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


CHARLES, by the Grace of God, King of England, Scotland, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. To all 


to whom these Presents shall come, Greeting. 


Whereas our trusty and well-beloved Subject WiLLiam PENN, Es8q., Son and Heir of Sir WiLL1iam PENN, deceased, (out 
of a commendable desire to enlarge our FEnglish Empire, and promote such useful Commodities as may be of Benefit to us and 
our Dominions, as also to reduce the savage Natives by gentle and just manners to the love of Civil Society and Christian 
Religion), hath humbly besought leave of Us to transport an ample Colony unto a certain Country hereinafter described, in 
the Parts of America not yet cultivated and planted; and hath likewise 80 humbly besought Our Royal Majesty to Give, 
Grant, and Confirm all the sa1d Country, with certain Privileges and Jurisdictions, requisite for the good Government and 
Safety of the said Country and Colony, to him and his Heirs for ever. 


SECT. I. Know ye therefore, That We (favouring the Petition and good Purpose of the 8aid William Penn, and having 
Regard to the Memory and Merits of his late Father in divers Services, and particularly to his Conduct, Courage, and 
Diseretion, under our dearest Brother James, Duke of York, in that signal Battle and Victory fought and obtained against the 
Dutch Fleet, commanded by the Heer F an Opdam, in the Year 1665: in consideration thereof, of Our special Grace, certain 
Knowledge, and mere Motion), have Given and Granted, and by this Our present Charter, for Us, Our, Heirs and Successors, 
do Give and Grant unto the said William Penn, his Heirs and Assigns, all that Tract or Part of Land in America, with the 


Preamble. 


Consideration of the 
Grant. 


Islands therein contained, as the same 1s bounded on the East by Delawar River, from Twelve Miles distance Northwards of Bounds of the Grant. 


Newcastle Town unto the Three and Fortieth Degree of Northern Latitude, if the said River doth extend 80 far Northward ; 
but if the said River $hall not extend so far Northward, then by the said "River s0 far as it doth extend; and from the Head 
of the 8aid River, the Eastern Bounds are to be determined by a Meridian Line, to be drawn from the Head of the said 
River, unto the said Forty-third Degree. The said Land to extend Westward Five Degrees in Longitude, to be computed 
from the said Eastern Bounds; and the said Lands to be bounded on the North by the beginning of the Three and Fortieth 
Degree of Northern Latitude, and on the South, by a Circle drawn at Twelve Miles distance from Newcast/e Northward, and 
Westward unto the beginning of the Fortieth Degree of Northern Latitude, and then by a straight Line Westward to the 


Limits of Longitude above mentioned. 


SecT. II. We do also give and grant unto the 81d Wilham Penn, his Heirs and Assigns, the free and undisturbed Use 
and Continuance in, and Passage unto, and out of all and singular Ports, Harbours, Bays, Waters, Rivers, Isles, and Inlets, 
belonging unto, or leading to and from the Country or Islands aforesaid, and all the Soils, Lands, Fields, Woods, Under- 
woods, Mountains, Hills, Fenns, Isles, Lakes, Rivers, Waters, Rivulets, Bays, and Inlets, situated or being within, or belonging 
to the Limits or Bounds aforesaid, together with the Fishing of all sorts of Fish, Whales, Sturgeon, and all Royal and other 
Fishes, in the Seas, Bays, Inlets, Waters, or Rivers, within the Premises, and all the Fish therem taken; and also all Veins, 
Mines, Minerals, and Quarries, as well discovered as not discovered, of Gold, Silver, Gemmes, and precious Stones, and all 
other whatsoever, be it Stones, Metals, or of any other Thing or Matter whatsoever, found or to he found within the Country, 
[sles, or Linuits aforesaid. 


SECT. III. And him, the said Willam Penn, his Heirs and Assigns, We do by this Our Royal Charter, for Us, Our 
Heirs and Successors, Make, Create, and Constitute the True and Absolute PrRoyRIETARY of the Country atforesaid, and of all 
other the Premises; saving always to Us, Our Heirs and Successors, the Faith and Allegiance of the 8aid William Penn, his 
Heirs and Assigns, and of all other Proprietaries, Tenants, and Inhabitants, that are or shall be within the Territories and 
Precincts aforesaid; and saving also, unto Us, Our Heirs and Successors, the Sovereignty of the aforesaid country; to have, 
hold, possess, and enjoy the said Tract of Land, Country, Isles, Inlets, and other the Premises, unto the 8aid Wiltam Penn, 
his Heirs and Assigns to the only proper Use and Behoof of the 8aid Willam Penn, his Heirs and Ass1gns, for ever, to be 
holden of Us, Our Heirs and Successors, Kings of England, as of Our Castle of Windsor, in Our County of Berks, in free 
and common Soccage, by Fealty only for all Services, and not 2 Capite or by Knights Service: yielding and paying therefore 
to Us, Our Heirs and Successors, Two Beaver Skins, to be delivered at Our Castle of Windsor, on the First day of January 
in every Year; and also the Fifth Part of all Gold and Silver Oar, which shall from Time to Time happen to be found within 
the Limits aforesaid, clear of all Charges. And of Our further Grace, certain Knowledge, and meer Motion, We have 
thought fit to erect, and We do hereby erect the aforesaid Country and Islands into a Province and SE1GN1ORY, and do 
call it PENSILVANIA, and x0 from henceforth will have it called. 


SECT. IV. And forasgmuch as We have hereby made and ordained the aforesaid William Penn, his Heirs and Assigns, 
the true and absolute PROPRIETARIES of all the Lands and Dominions aforesaid, know ye therefore, that We (reposing special 
Trust and Confidence in the Fidelity, Wisdom, Justice, and provident Circumspection of the 8aid William Penn,) for Us, Our 
Heirs and Successors, do grant free, full, and absolute Power (by Virtue of these Presents) to him and his Heirs, to his and 


Free Passage, &c. 
granted. 


Soils, Isles, Bays, &c. 


Fisheries. 


Mines, Gems, &c. 


Willam Penn, Se. 
made absolute Pro- 
rietary; Saving the 
Faith and Allegiance 
of Proprietary and In- 
habitants, and the 
Sovereignty. 


To be holden in 


common Soccage, &c. 


One-fifth of all Gold 
and Silver Ore re- 
Served. 


Name. 


Power to make Laws, 
&c. with the Consent 
of the Freemen. 


Assembly. 


Power to make Judges 
and other Officers for 
Probate of Wills, &c. 


Power of Pardoning 
or Reprieving. 


What may be done by 
the Judges. 


Obedience tothe Laws 
enjoined. 


Proviso, that the Laws 
be not repugnant to 
the Laws of England. 


The Hearing of 
Appeals reserved. 


Power to make Ordi- 
NaUnces, On emergent 
OCCASIONS. 


Which shall be bind- 
Ing, except in Cases of 


Liberty and Property. 


Property, &c. regu- 
lated by the Laws of 
Englund, till altered, 
Co. 


Duplicate of all Laws 
to be transmitted to 
the Privy Council, 
within Five Years. 


If repealed within six 
Months, to be void ; 
otherwise in Force. 


Grant of Liberty to the 
king's Subjects, to 
transport themselyc 's, 
CC. 


And their Goods, 
Merchandizes, &c. 


Paying the Customs. 
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their Deputies and Lieutenants, for the good and happy GovERNMENT of the said Country, to ordain, make, and enact, and 
under his and their -Seals to publich any Laws whatsoever, for the raising of Money for public Uses 'of the 8a1d Province, or 
for any other End, appertaining either unto the public State, Peace, or Safety of the said Country, or unto the private utility 
of particular Persons, according unto their best Discretion, by and with the Advice, Assent, and Approbation of the Freemen 
of the s8aid Country, or the. greater Part of them, or of their Delegates or Deputies, whom for the Enacting of the aid 
Laws, when, and as often as need shall require, We will that the said William Penn and his Heirs, shall assemble im such 
Sort and Form, as to him and them shall seem best, and the same Laws duly to execute, unto and upon all P-..ple within 


the said Country and Limits thereof. 


StcT. V. And We do likewise give and grant unto the 8aid William Penn, and to his Heirs, and their Deputies and 
Lieutenants, full Power and Authority, to appoint and establish any Judges and Justices, Magistrates and other Officers, 
whatsoever, for what Causes soever, (for the Probates of Wills, and for the Granting of Administrations within the Precinets 
aforesaid), and with what Power soever, and in such Form as to the said William Penn or his Heirs shall seem most 
convenient : also to remit, release, pardon, and abolish (whether before Judgment or after) all Crimes and Offences whatsoever 
committed within the said Country against the said Laws, (Treason and wilful and malicious Murder only excepted and in 
those Cases to grant Reprieves, until Our Pleasure may be known therein), and to do all and every other Thing and Things, 
which unto the complete Establisghment of Justice, unto Courts and Tribunals, Forms of Judicature, and Manner of Proceedings 
do belong, although in these Presents express Mention be not made thereof; and by Judges by them delegated, to award 
Process, hold Pleas, and determine in all the said Courts and Tribunals all Actions, Suits, and Causes whatsoever, as well 
Criminal as Civil, Personal, Real and Mixt ; which Laws, 80 as aforesaid to be published, Our Pleasure 1s, and 80 We enjoin 
require, and command, shall be most absolute and available in Law; and that all the Liege People and Subjects of Us, Our 
Heirs and Successors, do observe and keep the same inviolably in those Parts, 80 far as they concern them, under the Pain 
therein expressed, or to be expressed. Provided nevertheless, that the sxame Laws be consonant to Reason, and not repugnant, 
or contrary, but (as near as conveniently may be) agreeable to the Laws and Statutes, and Rights of this Our Kingdom of 


England; and saving and reserving to Us, Our lleirs and Successors, the Receiving, Hearing, and Determining of the Appeal 
and Appeals of all or any Person or Persons, of, in, or belonging to the Territories aforesaid, or touching any Judgment to 


be there made or given. 


Sect. VI. And forasgmuch as in the Government of s0 great a Country, sudden Accidents do often happen, whereunto 
it will be necessary to apply Remedy before the Freeholders of the said Province, or their Delegates or Deputies, can be 
assembled to the making of Laws; neither will it be convenient that instantly upon every such emergent Occasion, 80 oreat, 
a Multitude should he called together : therefore, (for the better Government of the said Country), We will, and ordain, and 
by these Presents, for Us, Our Heirs and Successors, do Grant unto the said Willzam Penn and his Heirs, by themselves or 
by their Magistrates and Others, in that behalf duly to be ordained as aforesaid, to make and constitute fit and wholesxome 
Ordinances, from Time to Time, within the said Country to be kept and observed, as well for the Preservation of the Peace 


as for the better Government of the People there inhabiting; and publicly to notify the same to all Persons, whom the 8ame 
doth or may anyways concern. Which Ordinances, Our Will and Pleasure is, shall be observed inviolably within the said 


Province, under the Pains therein to be expressed, 80 as the 8aid Ordinances be consonant to Reason, and be not repugnant, 
nor contrary, but (so far as conveniently may be) agreeable with the Laws of Our Kingdom of England, and 80 as the s8aid 
Ordinances be not extended in any sort to bind, change, or take away the Right or Interest of any Person or Persons, for 


Or 1N their Life, Mem'-ers, Freehold, Goods, or Clhattels. And Our farther Will and Pleasure 1s, that the Laws for Regulating 
and Governing «f Property within the said Province, as well for the Descent and Enjoyment of Lands, as likewise for the 
Enj-ym-t. and Succession of Goods and Chattels, and hkewise as to Felonies, shall be and continue the same, as they shall 
be for the Time being by the General Course of the Law in Our Kingdom of England, until the 8aid Laws shall be altered 
by the 8aid Willam Penn, his Heirs or Assigns, and by the Freemen of the said Province, their Delegates or Deputies, or 


the greater Part of them. 


Stew. VII. And to the End that the said William Penn, or his Heirs, or other the Planters, Owners, or Inhabitants of 


the said Province, may not at any Time hereafter (by Misconstruction of the Power aforesaid) through Inadvertency or Design 
depart from that Faith and due Allegiance, which by the Laws of this Our Realm of [England, they and all Our Subjects, in 
Our Dominions and Territories, always owe 'to Us, Our Heirs and Successors, by Colour of any Extent or Largeness of Powers 
hereby given, or pretended to be given, or by Force or Colour of any Laws hereafter to be made in the sa1d Province, by Virtue 
of any such Powers; Our farther Will and Pleasure is, that a Transeript or Duphcate of all Laws, which shall be 8 as 


aforesaid made and published within the said Province, shall within Five Years after the making thereof, be transmitted and 


of Us, Our Heirs and Successors: And it any of the said Laws, within the 


delivered to the Privy Council, for the Time being, 
Space of Six Months after that they shall be s0 transmitted and delivered, be declared by Us, Our Heirs and Successors, in 


Our or Their Privy Councll inconsistent with the Sovereignty or lawful Prerogative of Us, Our Heirs or Successors, or contrary 
* to the Faith and Allegiance due to the Legal Government of this Realm, from the 8aid Wilham Penn, or his Heirs, or of the 
Planters and Inhabitants of the said Province, and that thereupon any of the said Laws shall be adjudged and declared to be 
void by Us, Our Heirs and Successors, under Our or Their Privy Seal, that then and from thenceforth, such Laws, concerning 
which such Judement and Declaration shall be made, shall become void : otherwise the said Laws 80 transmnutted, shall remain, 


and stand in full Force, according to the true Intent and Meaning thereof. 


SkcT. VIII. Furthermore, that this New Colony may the more happily increase, by the Multitude of People resorting 
thither; therefore We, for Us, Our Heirs and Successors, do give and grant by these Presents, Power, Licence, and Liberty 
unto all the Liege People and Subjects, both present and future, of Us, Our Heirs and Successors, (excepting those who shall 
be especially forbidden), to transport themselves and Families unto the said Country, with such convenient Shipping as by the 
Laws of this Our Kingdom of [ngland they ought to use, and with fitting Provision, paying only the Customs therefore due, 
and there to settle themselves, dwell and inhabit, and plant, for the public and their own private Advantage. 


SECT. IX. And furthermore, that Our Subjects may be the rather encouraged to undertake this Expedition with ready 
and cheerful Minds, Know ye, that We, of Our special Grace, certain Knowledge, and mere Motion, do give and grant by 
Virtue of these Presents, as well unto the s8aid William Penn and his Heirs, as to all others, who shall from Time to Time 
repair unto the said Country, with a Purpose to inhabit, or trade with the Natives of the said Country, full Licence to lade 
and freight in any Ports whatsoever, of Us, Our Heirs and Successors, according to the Laws made or to be made within 
Our Kingdom of England, and unto the said Country, by them, their Servants or As8igns, to transport all and singular their 
Goods, Wares, and Merchandizes, as likewise all sorts of Grain whatsoever, and all other Things whatsoever, necessary for 
Food or Clothing, not prohibited by the Laws and Statutes of Our Kingdom and Dominions to be carried out of the said 
Kingdom, without any Let or Molestation of Us, Our Heirs or Successors, or of any of the Officers of Us, Our Heirs or 
Successors; saving always to Us, Our Heirs and Successors, the Legal Impositions, Customs, or other Duties and Payments, 
for the aid Wares and Merchandizes, by any Law or Statute due or to be due to Us, Our Heirs and Successors. 

—— === 


s 


SECT. X. And We do further, for Us, Our Heirs and Successors, give and grant unto the said William Penn, lus Heirs 
and Assigns, free and absolute Power, to divide the said Country and Islands into- Towns, Hundreds, and Counties, and to 
erect and incorporate Towns into Boroughs, and Boroughs into Cities, and to make and constitute Fairs and Markets therein, 
with all other convenient Privileges and Immunities, according to the Merits of the Inhabitants, and the Fitness of the Places, 
and to do all and every other Thing and Things touching the Premises, which to him or them shall 8eem meet and requisite ; 
albeit they be 8uch as of their own Nature might otherwise require a more special Commandment and Warrant than in these 


Presents is expressed. 


SECT. XI. We will also, and by these Presents, for Us, Our Heirs and Successors, We do give and grant Licence by 
this Our Charter, unto the said William Penn, his Heirs and Assigns, and to all the Inhabitants and Dwellers in the Province 
aforesaid, both present and to come, to import or unlade, by themselves or their Servants, Factors or Ass81gns, all Merchandizes 
and Goods whatsoever, that shall arise of the Fruits and Commodities of the said Province, either by Land or Sea, into any 
of the Ports of Us, Our Heirs or Successors, in Our Kingdom of England, and not into any other Country whatsoever : And 
We give him full Power to dispose of the said Goods in the said Ports; and if need be, within One Year next after the 
Unlading of the same, to lade the said Merchandize and Goods again into the same or other Ships, and to transport the same 
into any other Countries, either of Our Dominions or Foreign, according to Law ; provided always, that they pay 8uch Customs 
and Impositions, Subsidies and Duties for the xame, to Us, Our Heirs and Successors, as the rest of Our Subjects of Our 
Kingdom of England, for the Time being, shall be bound to pay, and do observe the Acts of Navigation, and other Laws in 


that behalf made. 


SECT. XII. And furthermore, of Our ample and special Grace, certain Knowledge, and mere Motion, We do, for Us, 
Our Heirs and Successors, grant unto the said William Penn, his Heirs and Assigns, full and absolute Power and Authority, 
to make, erect, and constitute, within the said Province and the Isles and Inlets aforesaid, 8uch and 80 many Sea-ports, 
Harbours, Creeks, Havens, Keys, and other Places, for Discharging and Unlading of Goods and Merchandizes out of the Ships, 
Boats, and other Vessels, and Landing them unto such and 80 many Places, and with such Rights, Jurisdietions, Liberties 
and Privileges unto the 8aid Ports belonging, as to him and them shall seem most expedient; and that all and singular the 
Ships, Boats, and other Vessels, which shall come for Merchandize and Trade into the said Province, or out of the 8ame, Shall 
be laden or unladen only at such Ports as shall be created and constituted by the s8aid William Penn, his Heirs or A8SIgNs, 
(any Use, Custom, or Thing, to the contrary notwithstanding). Provided, that the 8aid William Penn and his Heirs, and 
the Lievtenants and Governors for the Time being, shall admit and receive in and about all such Havens, Ports, Creeks, and 
Keys, all Officers and their Deputies, who shall from Time to Time be appointed for that Purpose by the Farmers or 


Commuiss1oners of Our Customs for the Time being. 


SECT. XIII. And We do further appoint and ordain, and by these Presents, for Us, Our Heirs and SUCcess0rs, We do 
grant unto the s8aid William Penn, his Heirs and Assigns, that he, the 8aid Willtam Penn, his Heirs and Axs8igns, may from 
Time to Time for ever, have and enjoy the Customs and Subsidies, in the Ports, Harbours, and other Creeks and Places 
aforesaid, within the Province aforesaid, payable or due for Merchandize and Wares there to be Iaded and unladed, the 8a1d 
Customs and Subsidies to be reasonably assessed upon any occasion, by themselves and the People there as aforesaid to be 
assembled, to whom We give Power by these Presents, for Us, Our Heirs and Successors, upon just Cause and due Proportion, 
to assess and impose the same; saving unto Us, Our Heirs and Successors, such Impositions and Customs, as by Act of 


— 


Parhament are and shall be appointed. 


SEcT. XIV. And it is Our farther Will and Pleasure, that the said William Penn, his Heirs and Assigns, hall from 
Time to Time constitute and appoint an Attorney or Agent, to reside in or near Our City of London, who Shall make Known 
the Place where he shall dwell or may be found, unto the Clerks of our Privy Councll for the Time being, or one of them, 
and $hall be ready to appear in any of Our Courts at Wes/mnster, to answer for any Misdemeanor that shall be committed, 
or by any wilful Default or Neglect permitted by the said Willam Penn, his Heirs or Assigns, against the Laws of Trade and 
Navigation; and after it shall be ascertained in any of Our said Courts, what Damages We or Our Heirs or SUCCEeSSOrS shall 
have sustained by such Default or Neglect, the said William Penn, his Heirs or Assigns shall pay the same within One Year 
after 8uch Taxation, and Demand thereof from such Attorney : or in case there shall be no such Attorney by the space of One 
Year, or such Attorney shall not make Payment of such Damages within the space of a Year, and anSWer Such other 
Forfeitures and Penalties within the said Time, as by Acts of Parliament in England are and shall be provided, according to 
the true Intent and Meaning of these Presents; then it shall be lawful for Us, Our Heirs and Successors, to seize and resume 
tae Government of the said Province or Country, and the same to retain until Payment Shall be made thereof : but notwith- 
sanding any such Seizure or Resumption of the Government, nothing concerning the Propriety or Ownership of any Lands, 
Tenements, or other Hereditaments, or Goods or Chattels of any of the Adventurers, Planters, or Owners, other than the 


respective Offenders there, shall any ways be affected or molested thereby. 


SECT. XV. Provided always, and Our Will and Pleasure is, that neither the Said William Penn, nor his Heirs, or wy 
other the Inhabitants of the said Province, shall at any Time hereafter have or maintain any Correspondence with any " er 
King, Prince, or State, or with any of their Subjects, who shall then be in War against Us, Our Heirs and — Borg 
Shall the said William Penn, or his Heirs, or any other Inhabitants of the said Province, make War or do _— — "_ ] y 
against any other King, Prince, or State, or any of their Subjects, who shall then be in League or Amity with Us, Our Heirs 


and Success0ors. 


SECT. XVI. And, because in 80 remote a Country, and situate near many barbarous Nations, the Incursions as _ Rn 
the Savages themselves, as of other Enemies, Pirates, and Robbers, may probably be feared ; therefore We have ED an or 
Us, Our Heirs and Successors, do give Power by these Presents to the said William Penn, his Heirs and Ass1gns, 9 Pls: ves 
or their Captains or other their Officers, to levy, muster, and train all sorts of Men, of what condition 80ever, O1 ky — 
born, in the 8aid Province of Pensilvania, for the Time being, and to make War, and to Purone the Enemies an 2 = 
aforesaid, as well by Sea as by Land, even without the Limits of the said Province, and by God s asslstance ” hinge __ 
take them, and being taken to put them to Death by the Law of War, or to save them, at their mh gs an : ” . coan 
every other Thing which unto the Charge and Office of a Captain-General of an Army belongeth or hath accustomed to belong, 


as fully and freely as any Captain-General of an Army hath ever had the same. 


Sect. XVII. And furthermore, of Our special Grace and of Our certain Knowledge and mere Motion, We have _ _ 
oranted, and by these Presents, for Us, Our Heirs and Successors, do give and grant unto the 81d Willam jo IS = 
add Assigns, full and absolute Power, Licence, and Authority, that he, the said William Penn, his Heirs an _ = 
Time to Time hereafter for ever, at his or their own Will and Pleasure may a8SIgn, alien, grant, demise, or bon — —_ : 
Premises 80 many and such Parts and Parcels to him or them that Shall be willing to purchase my Oe as t y , a ” 
fit, to have and to hold to them the said Person and Persons willing to take and purchase, their Heirs and Ass1gns, in 
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The Proprietor may 
divide the Country 
into Towns, Hundreds, 
and Counties, incor- 
porate Towns, consti- 
tute Fairs, grant Pri- 
vileges, &c. 


Licence granted to im- 
port the Produce of 
the Country into 
England ; 


And to export them 
from thence within 
One Year. 


Paying Customs, and 
observing the Acts of 
Navigation. 


The Proprietary em- 
powered to constitute 
Ports; 


Where all Vessels 
must lade and unlade. 


Proviso, that the 
Officers of the King's 
Customs be admitted. 


Power to the Proprie- 
tary and People to 
assess Customs on 
Goods, &c. 


Saving to the Crown 
such Customs as are 
appointed by Act of 
Parliament. 


The Proprietary shall 
appoint an Attorney, 
to reside in Lzadon; 


To answer forany Mis- 
demeanor, Default, 
&c. 


In Cage of Failure, the 
Crown may resume 
the Government; 


But the Property of 
the People $hall not 
be affected by such 
Resumption. 


No Correspondence 
Shall be maintained 
with the Enemies of 
the Crown; nor s$hall 
War be made on any 
State in Amity. 


Power of a Captain- 
General granted. 


Power to the Proprie- 
tary to alien the Pre- 
mises, 


Power to the Pur- 
chasers to hold by the 
Proprietary's Grants. 


Leave to erect Manors; 


And to hold Counts 
therein, &c. 


The Person erecting a 
Manor may grant his 
Land to others, in any 
Estate, 80 as no far- 
ther Tenure becreated, 
CC. 


No Taxes, &c. to be 
imposed onthePeople, 
without their Consent, 
or At of Parliament. 


This Declaration Shall 
be deemed an Ac- 
quittance ; 


And all Officers, &c. 
are enjoined not to 
withstand the Pre- 
mises, but to aid the 
Proprietary and 
People, &c. ii the full 
Enjoyment of this 
Charter. 


Twenty or-rxe Inhahi- 
tant yetitioning the 
Bizhop of London, 
may have a Preacher, 
who shall res1de in 
the Province unmo- 
lested. 


If any Doubts con- 
cerning the true Sensc 
of this Charter, should 
arise, it Shall be con- 
strued in favour of 
Iilkam Penn, &c. 
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Fee-simple or Fee-tail, or for the Term of Life, Lives, or Years, to be held of the said William Penn, his Heirs or Ass1gns, 
as of the said Seigniory of Windsor, by such Services, Customs, or Rents, as shall seem meet to the said William Penn, his 


Heirs or Assigns, and not immediately of Us, Our Heirs or Successors. 


SECT. XVIII. And to the same Person or Persons, and to all and every of them, We do give and grant by these Presents, 
for Us, Our Heirs and Successors, Licence, Authority, and Power, that such Person or Persons may take the Premises, or 
any Parcel thereof, of the aforesaid William Penn, his Heirs or Assigns, and the 8ame hold to themselves, their Heirs and 
Assigns, in what Estate of Inheritance socver, in Fee-simple or in Fee-tail, or otherwise, as to him, the 8aid William Penn, 
his Heirs or Axsigns, shall seem expedient : the Statute made in the Parliament of Edward, Son of King Henry, late King of 
England, Our Predecessor, (commonly called The Statute Quia Emptores Terrarum, lately published in Our Kingdom of England) 


In any wise notwithstanding. 


Stcr. XIX. And by these Presents We give and grant Licence unto the 8aid William Penn, and his Heirs, and likewise 
to all and every such Person or Persons to whom te 8aid William Penn or his Heirs shall at any Time hereafter grant any 
Istate or Inheritance as aforesaid, to erect any Parcels of Land within the Province aforesaid into Manors, by and with the 
Licence to be first had and obtained for that purpose, under the Hand and Seal of the said William Penn or his Heirs; and 
in every of the said Manors to have and to hold a Court-Baron, with all Things whatsoever which to a Court-Baron do 
belong, and to have and to hold View of Frank-Pledge for the Conservation of the Peace and the better Government of those 
Parts, by themselves or their Stewards, or by the Lords for the Time being of the Manors to be deputed when they shall be 
erected, and in the same to use all Things belonging to the View of Frank-Pledge. And We do further grant Licence and 
Authority, that every such Person or Persons who shall erect any 8uch Manor or Manors, as aforesaid, shall or may grant all 
or any Part of his said Land to any Person or Persons, in Fee-simple, or any other Estate of Inheritance to: be held of the 
sa1d Manors respectively, 80 as no farther Tenure shall be created, but that upon all further or other Alienations thereafter to 
be made, the said Lands so aliened shall be held of the same Lord and his Heirs, of whom the Aliener did then before hold, 


and by the hke Rents and Services which were beloie due and accustomed. 


StcT. XX. And furthermore, Our Pleasure is, and by these Presents, for Us, Our Heirs and Successors, We do covenant 
and grant to and with the &s1d William Penn, his Heirs and Assigns, that We, Our Heirs and Successors, shall at no Time 
hereafter set or make, or cause to be set or made, any Imposition, Custom, or other Taxation, Rate or Contribution whatsoever, 
in and upon the Dwellers and Inhabitants of the aforesaid Province, for their Lands, Tenements, Goods, or Chattels within 
the said Province, or in and upon any Goods and Merchandizes within the Province, or to be laden or unladen within the 
Ports or Harbours of the said Province, unless the same be with the Consent of the Proprietary, or chief Governor, or 


Ass8embly, or by Act of Parhament in England. 


Stcr. XXI. And Our Pleasure is, and for Us, Our Heirs and Successors, We charge -and command, that this Our 
Declaration shall from henceforth from Time to Time he received and allowed in all Our Courts, and before all the Judges of 
Us, Our Heirs and Successors, for a sufficient lawful Discharge, Payment, and Acquittance ; commanding all the Officers and 
Ministers of Us, Our Heirs and Successors, and enjoining them upon Pain of Our highest Displeasure, that they do not 
presume at, any Time to attempt any thing to the contrary of the Premises, or that do in any sort withstand the same, but 
that they be at all Times aiding and axssisting, as 1s fitting, to the said Willzam Penn, and his Heirs, and unto the Inhabitants 


and Merchants of the Province aforeswau, tier Servants, Miuisters, Factors, and Assiguns, in the full Us2 and Fruition of the 


Benefit of this Our Charter. 


SECT. XXII. And our farther Pleasure is, and We do hereby, for Us, Our Heirs and Successors, charge and require, 
that if any of the Inhabitants of the said Province, to the Number of Twenty, shall at any Time hereafter be desirous, and 
Shall by any Writing, or by any Person deputed by them, signify such their Desire to the Bishop of London for the Time 
being, that any Preacher or Preachers, to be approved of by the said Bishop, may be sent unto them for their Instruction ; 
that then such Preacher or Preachers shall and may reside within the 8aid Province, without any Demial or Molestation 


whatsocver. 


SECT. XXITI. And if perchance hereafter any Doubt or Question should arise, concerning the true Sense and Meaning of any 
Word, Clause, or Sentence contained in this Our present Charter, We will, . ordain, and command, That at all Times and 
in all Things, such Interpretation be made thereof, and allowed in any of Our Courts whatsoever, as shall be adjudged most 
advantageous and favourable unto the said William Penn, his Heirs and Assigns: Provided always, no Interpretation be 
admitted thereof by which the Allegiance due unto Us, Our Heirs and Successors, may sutfer any Prejudice or Dimmution ; 
although express mention be not made in these Presents of the true yearly Value, or Certainty of the Premises, or any Part 
thereof, or of other Gifts and Grants made by Us and Our Progenitors or Predecessors unto the 8aid William Penn: any 
Statute, Act, Ordinance, Provision, Proclamation, or Restraint heretofore had, made, published, ordained, or provided, or any 
other Thing, Cause, or Matter whatsoever, to the contrary thereof in any wise notwithstanding. In Witness whereof, We 
have caused these Our Letters to be made Patent : Witness Our Self, at Westminster, the Fourth Day of March, m the Three 


und Thirtieth Year of Our Reign, Annoque Domini One Thousand Six Hundred and Eighty-one. 
By Writ of Privy Seal, 


PIGOTT. 
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